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The Soviet delegation agrees to adopt as a general scheme
those proposals relating to the first main stages of the
establishment of political democracy in Germany which were
suggested by the British delegation. It goes without saying
that the general character of the political structure of Ger-
many, and above all the relations between the central Ger-
man administration and the administrations of the Lands,
is a question of especial importance. I will not conceal that
the Soviet delegation fears that certain proposals, including
those of the American delegation, are liable to be interpreted
in such a way as would deny existence to Germany as a
united state. These proposals would lead to the federalization
of Germany, with which we cannot agree, unless it is ap-
proved by the German people themselves.

The general position of the /Soviet Government with re-
gard to the federalization of Germany has already been
stated by me, V. M, Molotov continued. We are still of the
same opinion. Our proposals will be based on this general
stand of the Soviet Government.

* This statement is given in the form in which It was published
in the Moscow newspapers on April 4.
410